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Unknowt 

Building No. 3400 was a liquid oxygen (LOx) generating facility 
that supported a squadron of first-generation intercontinental 
ballistic missiles (ICBMs) located around Plattsburgh Air Force 
Base (AFB) from 1961 to 1965. The 556lb Strategic Missile 
Squadron was equipped with Atlas F missiles, the only ICBMs ever 
based east of the Mississippi River, First deployed in 1959, Atlas 
missiles, which required LOx for their propulsion system, provided 
the first deterrent against Soviet ICBM attack. Atlas missile sites, 
including those around Plattsburgh AFB were on full alert during the 
Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962. The Atlas ICBM had a short 
operational life and was obsolete by the mid-1960s. At that time the 
Atlas sites were decommissioned and the Atlas mission was 
withdrawn from Plattsburgh AFB. 
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Building No. 3400 is a steel-framed building with a side-gabled roof. It is roughly reetanguft 
Tad in corrugated metal siding.   The main section of the building measures a 
nehes by 81 feet 0 inches.   The east facade has a shorter one-story lean-to a 
originally included a restroom and electrical equipment. The west facade also ha; 
ilock lean-to that originally housed a pump room, and is partially obscured by an e 
ts west.  The primary, north facade has two service bays with roll-up doors. The 
/chicle service bays that are covered with panels. This building has several per 
windows, and several louvered ventilation panels. 
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Constructed in 1961, Building No. 3400 was originally designed as an Oxygen Generation Plant lo support 
the Atlas missile silos arrayed around Plaltsburgh AEB. The Function of the facility was to generate LOx- a 

major component of the Atlas missile's propulsion systems. LOx storage tanks inside the Atlas missile silos 
needed to be supplemented with new shipments of LOx on a regular basis. Operating in conjunction with 
the LOx Cleaning Plant in Building No. 2612, the Oxygen Generation Plant produced the necessary LOx to 
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, Building No. 3400 provided covered storage lor equipment and supplies needed i 
operations and maintenance that did not require regular warehouse storage yet needed to 

■om the weather (e.g., roofing materials, plumbing and electrical supplies). 

The Atlas missile was the first U.S. ICBM to achieve operational status.   With a goal of dcliverii 
targets 5,000 miles from the launching point, the Convair division of Gen 
the Atlas in 1946; however, an Air Force contract for the actual development of 

il January 1955.    Early Atlas variants (models A-D) reached a lii 
but the last of the Atlas missiles (the E and F models) were 

linuteman missiles replaced these in 1965. After withdrawal from 
torv„ the Atlas missiles were made available for use as space launch vehicles. 

Dynamics 
missile Wi 

>nal until 1961. Titan am 

nc Air 
etween 5ep 
-lissile Sam? 

and Uecember 
t Plattsbureh A 

a total of six Atlas F squadrons, which became fully operational 
. The last of these to 
at the time, it was the only ICBM base east of the Mississippi 

it IS.   twelVi 
tt Champlain,  Willsbor 
?Jlenburg, and  Mooers, 
vfottsburgh AFB, Aei 
deactivated in 1965. 

e production and storage of L(JX was critical to the Atlas mission a 
as silos were arrayed within 50 miles of the installation, including location: 
ewi$, Ausable Forks, Riverview, Redford, Dannemora, Braina 
w York, and Alburg and Svvanton Vermont (see mi 
""" '   ""~~~  '  '        *   " emission and the Atl; isiie sues 

>pkins, JLC. and Sheldon A. Gok 

Office of the Historian, Headquarters Strategic Air Command, Offutt Air force Base. Nebraska, 1 

Ame.ri.cun   Emmre, 

lech inc. 
5     Survey o/O 

New  Yor 
Environmental Excellence. I 

for the  U.S.   Department of the Air Force,  Air Force Center for 



RED STORAGE BUIIX 
(Pittsburgh Air Force Base, Building No, 3 

HAHRNo.NY-326 

United States Air Force 
h API 

United States Air Force 
2000     Platt&burch API elan usl. 

U.! 
historic 

Volumes I and 3 

)v environmental excellence 
ing Inventory and Evaluation PhiHshitrgh Air Force Base New  York, 

lime. 



SIMHTC: Ordinal on hie a! Pittsburgh AFE 

. "V»— 

'^fey. 

., W'&- 

K   :*;:■>. \ 

v. ''„ ,*:.--"' 

.,,^ 

m® BuiJdtni 



PLATTSBURGH AIR FORCE BASE, 
BASE ENGINEER COVERED STORAGE BUILDING 

(Pittsburgh Air Force Base, Building No. 3400) 
HAER No. NY-326-AH 

(Page 6) 

N 
Sketch not to Scale 
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